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Texas Chemical Company Pays $23.4 Million to Clean Up Toxic Site 

By RITA CICERO, Andrews Publications Staff Writer 

Houston-based EPEC Polymers Inc. has agreed to a settlement of more than $23.4 million in 
connection with the cleanup of a Texas Superfund site contaminated with lead and petrochemicals. 

The company will perform the remaining cleanup work at the Turtle Bayou site at an estimated 
cost of $13.4 million, according to a consent decree filed in the U.S. District Court for the Eastern 
District of Texas. 

EPEC will also reimburse the Environmental 
Protection Agency $6.9 million for its past 
expenses and $3.1 million for the agency's costs 
incurred after July 31, 2004. 

The Turtle Bayou site, also called the Petro-
Chemical Systems site, is located in Liberty 
County, 65 miles northeast of Houston. It was 
placed on the Superfund list of most 
contaminated sites in 1984. 

The EPA said the property is contaminated with 
benzene, xylene, toluene, naphthalene, lead and 
vinyl chloride. 

The owners of the site allowed transport 
companies to dump waste generated by petrochemical and other industries in the Houston area, the 
agency said. 

EPEC's corporate predecessor, Tenneco Chemicals Inc., disposed of wastes generated at its vinyl 
chloride monomer facility, according to the consent decree. 

The state of Texas and the EPA have been cleaning up the contamination at the Turtle Bayou site 
since 1987. 

The U.S. government sued EPEC in 2002 to recover its cleanup costs under the federal Superfund 
law. 

 
United States v. EPEC Polymers Inc., No. 1:02-0003, consent decree filed (E.D. Tex. Mar. 20, 2007). 
Environmental Litigation Reporter 
Volume 27, Issue 19 
04/04/2007 

Copyright 2007 
West, a Thomson business. All Rights Reserved. 

  
 

Sponsored Links

FirmFinance™: provides revolving and term loans of up to $25 million dollars, based on the collateral 
value of your firm's portfolio of active cases. 
U.S. Legal Forms, Inc.: **Over 36,000 Legal Forms** Stop Reinventing the Wheel each time you 
draft a legal document. Save Time and Money! Visit USlegalforms.com Today!

 

   Law Technology Articles 

Ancient Legal Doctrine of 
"Trespass" Gains Traction 
In Cyberspace 
by Eric Sinrod 
 
Eighth Circuit Upholds FCC 
Decision Preempting State 
Regulation of VoIP 
by Kevin Fayle 
 

More Law Technology 

 

  Featured Documents

 
 House Subpoenas 

U.S. Attorney General 
Gonzales 
[PDF File] 

Reebok Sues Nike Over 
Collapsible Shoe Patent 
[HTML File]  

Lawyers For DOJ Official 
Goodling Decry McCarthy-
Like Comments 
[PDF File]  

White House Counsel's 
Letter Setting Conditions for 
Interviewing Rove, Miers, 
Others 
[HTML File]  

Anna Nicole Smith’s Will 
[HTML & PDF Files]  

Viacom Sues YouTube, 
Google For Copyright 
Infringment 
[HTML File]  

More Docs... 

Submit Your Docs... 

Get Breaking Docs... 

Ads by Google

The Bit-Chasers 
Computer Forensics & E-
Discovery Sacramento 
(916) 825-2220 
www.CaDataRecovery.com

FindLaw Poll

Should Congress 
members be stopped 
from talking to our Middle 
East adversaries? 

Yes 

No 

It Depends 

Page 1 of 2Texas Chemical Company Pays $23.4 Million to Clean Up Toxic Site

4/12/2007http://news.lp.findlaw.com/andrews/en/haz/20070404/20070404_epec.html



  

  

Online Legal Document Services: Let LegalZoom take care of your legal document preparation. 
Incorporations, LLCs, Trademark Searches, and more. 
AbacusLaw: Complete law office software for time, billing, accounting, calendars, clients and cases. 
Quick to learn, easy to use. Free demo! 
Tabs3 and PracticeMaster: Reliable billing and practice management software for solo to mid-sized 
firms. Support satisfaction is over 95%

 

 

   
[See Results...]

  Related Ads

 
 Trading Online 

 Internet Stock Trading  

 Trade Stock Online  

 A Stock Broker  

 Trade Shares  

Sponsored Links

Use Time Matters 8.0 
and exceed client 
expectations with a 
complete view of your 
practice. 

LexisNexis Time 
Matters 8.0

View an attorney's 
litigation history on 
Westlaw next to the 
attorney's profile on 
FindLaw. 

Who is the 
opposing counsel?

View an attorney's 
litigation history on 
Westlaw next to the 
attorney's profile on 
FindLaw. 

Thomson Legal 
Record

Check out this 
searchable collection 
of legal agreements 
between today's 
hottest companies. 

FindLaw Business 
Contracts

Free directory of expert 
witnesses, legal 
technology products, 
process servers, legal 
investigators, 
mediators, couriers, 
paralegals. 

FindLaw Market 
Center

 

 

Help | Site Map | Contact Us | Media Kit | About Us | FindLaw Local | Disclaimer | Privacy Policy Copyright © 1994-2007 FindLaw, a Thomson business

Page 2 of 2Texas Chemical Company Pays $23.4 Million to Clean Up Toxic Site

4/12/2007http://news.lp.findlaw.com/andrews/en/haz/20070404/20070404_epec.html


